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CM Nayab Singh Saini at an exhibition orgamsed by HAU in | Hlsar on Thursday TRIBUNE PHOTO

Climate change ca]ls for new
cotton varieties, says CM Saini

Pitches for practices that deliver more with less water

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

HISAR, OCTOBER 1

Calling for the development
of climate-resilient cotton
varieties and improved agri-
cultural technologies, Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini
on Thursday said changing
weather patterns and rising
pest pressure were creating
new challenges for cotton
mllt:vat:lon in Hmrana

tural scientists and experts
after inaugurating a two-day
Agriculture Fair (Rabi) at
Chaudhary Charan Singh
Haryana Agricultural Uni-
versity (HAU). He also visited
the exhibition showcasing
improved seeds, farm
machinery, agricultural tech-
nologies and other products.

Saini said cofton was an
important cash erop support-

- inglakhs of farming families
in Sirsa, Fatehabad, Hisar

and adjoining areas. He
praised HAU and the Cotton
Research Centre, Sirsa, for
their work on developing
improved varieties, quality
seeds and scientific crop-
pests from sowing to picking,
More than 7,000 farmers had

been sensitised through these
programmes, ‘while 167
farmer fairs had focused on
increasing returns through
low-cost cotton production.

Emphasising erop diversifi-
made a major contribution to
the country’s food security
but needed to protect its

of Rs 8,000 per acre. So far, Rs
166.34 crore has been provid-
ed to 1.59 lakh farmers for
replacing paddy with alterna-
tive crops on 2.34 lakh acres.
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