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Experts discuss ways to make
cultivation of spices profitable

‘NEED TO PROMOTE
_ NATURAL FARMING'
8 Sriantists from 40 Allindia

Agricultural Resesrch Project

Centres are participating in

Potwordsymest, -
¥ They were of the view that

gould sam mere

‘profit than other crops by

mmm

tions (FPOs), Due to changes
in the chmate planming
according 1o agro-climatic
zofds and  cultivating
improved varieties will give
more benefits. He said that
along with increasing pro-
duction, there is also a need
o mmprove the quality of
spices so that there s no
harm to health due Lo the use
of spices,” he said. The ICAR
has national-level institutes
of spices working
Eozhikode and Ajmer He
also called for making farm-
ers aware 1o promote ratural
farming in spice cultivation.
He said recently 1086 varieties
of climate change tolerant
and high-vielding erops were
released, which indhuded six
vanetes of spice crops
HAU Viee Chancellor Dr
Kambaj said spices not anly
wdded Navour and taste to
the food but also enhance 1ts
quiitly and medicinag] vl
" India is also known as
lhe " Land of Spltea as il

i5 the larges! producer, con
sumer and exporter of spices
and spice products. Indjgn
spices are [amowus 8 Uhe
world. Out of 100 sprees list
ed by the Inlernational
Organisation for Standurdis
ation (1500, India produces
63 thanks to s diverss agro
climatic zomes. Ot of U
total 63 Spices  ETOMTL 1N
India, 20 are classified us
sepd :"\-'rli{.'"ﬁ whose d,.[.l:'_]
seeds or fruils are csed as
spices and they contribiate to
about 45 per cent ol the
country™s area and 18 per
eent of the total spice pro
duction;"” he informesd

The VIC aleo stressed the
need to formulate sigate-
glés to ensure pational food
and nutrition security by
highlighting the echal
lenges of the spice mdus-
try, which include d
ing productivity, s 1
isstes. microbial dynam
s, climate, change, food
safety challenges, incroas
ing problems of adulter
alion in spiees, 11 15 Impo
tant to adopt modern
technology 1o incresse the
production of spices. He
emphasised on working in
coordination to deal with
vanous challenges, inelud
ing climate change

He said the threeday
debberations:  will  help
experts from different fields
o give suggestions (or
future studies and research
tnitiatives in spices
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