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TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

HISAR, MARCH 19
The two-day Krishi Mela
organised for kharif season

_.'.__;..I'

at the Chaudhary Charan @

Singh Haryana Agricultural
University (HAU) concluded
here today.

A large number of farmers

visited the fair to gain infor-
mation about improved vari-
eties, new techniques and
technologies related to farm-
ing. The university authori-
ties informed -that around
67,360 farmers from
Haryana, Punjab, Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh and other
. states participated in the fair
. onboth the days. :

- Vice-Chancellor Professor
' BR Kamboj while address-
. ing the farmers, said drone

technology has proventobe :

amodern method that saves
time, labour and resources,
which is helpful in reducing
agricultural costs and
increasing crop production.
“The use of drones is helpful
in getting regular informa-
tion about the crops and
developing more effective
farming techniques. Drone
technology can be used effi-
ciently even in the changing
weather conditions: Itis also
helpful in spraying pesti-
cides, fertilisers and weedi-
cides in inaccessible areas
and uneven land,” he said.
The V-C said drone technol-
ogy is the most important in
weed identification and man-
agement. “Surveys conduct-
ed through drones are ten
times faster and more accu-
rate than fraditional surveys.
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A stall showcases agriculture products and byproducts in
Hisar on Tuesday; and (below) winners of competitions in-
different categories pose with their certificates. TrIBUNE PHOTO

Soil and field analysis can
also ‘be done using drones.
Crop loss can be greatly
reducedbytame]ysprwmgof
agricultural chemicals as
soon as the attack of insects
and locusts is detected by

drones equipped with amulti-

spectral imagery system,” he
said. The V-C said the latest
varieties and agricultural

methods developed by the
university will be reaching
the farmers as quickly as pos-
sible through the Krishi Mela,

Talking about the chal-
lenges in the agriculture sec-
tor, the VC said the agricul-

ture sector has been facing .

challenges like falling
groundwater level, decrease
in soil fertility, soil salinity,

alkalinity and water léngging

situation, climate change,
crop diversification. and use
of pesticides and excessive
use of chemical fertilisers in
crop production. “The agri-
culture scientists have been
working to tackle these chal-
lenges so that farming can
become remunerative occu-
pation;” he added.
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