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" HAU develops -
2 new
varieties of oat

Kumar Mukesh |ty

Hisar: Scientists of the fod-
der section, department of ge-
netics and plant breeding,
Chaudhary Charan Singh Ha-
ryana Agricultural Universi-
ty (HAU), have developed two
new varieties of oats called
0S405and 05424, They claim
that the new varieties are bet-
ter than previous ones.

The new varieties have
10% hlgper yield than previo-
us varieties and also have hig-
her protein content, which
will facilitate increased milk
production in animals, they
said. Besides, these varieties
are said to be resistant to leaf
scorching disease. So far,
HAU scientists have develo-
ped nine varieties of oats.

These varieties have been
notified and released in the

i meeting held in New Delhi by

: the “crop standards notifica-

i tionandapproval centralsub-
committee” of the depart-
ment of agriculture and coo-
peration, ministry of agricul-
ture and farmers’ welfare.

Among these varieties of
oats, OS 405 has been recom-
mended for the central region
of India, mainly Maharash-
tra, Gujarat, Madhya Pra-
desh, Chhattisgarh and cen-
tral UP while OS 424 is recom-
mended for the hilly region
comprising Himachal, Jam-
mu and Kashmir and Utta-
rakhand.
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' At0°C, Hisar colder than Shimla

IMD issues two—day orange alert as cold wave intensifies

DEEPENDER DESWAL

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

HISAR, DECEMBER 29

With the mercury dipping to
zero degrees Celsius today,
Hisar was colder than Shimla
where the lowest tempera-
ture was recorded at 1.6
degrees Celsius.

The Indian Meteorological
Department weather bulletin
stated that Hisar’s lowest
temperature was seven
degrees below normal.

Severe cold wave has
gripped the region and frost
was noticed in the open
grounds and agricultural
fields in the morning. Farm-
ers sayalayerofw!ute blan-

today morning. Due to severe
cold wave, the IMD has
issued orange alert in the
region for two days.
Farmers said the frost was
likely to damage vegetable
and mustard crops, but it was
not harmful for the wheat
crop. Tomato, peas, chilli,

Frost on crops in Hisar on Tuesday. BANSI LAL BASNIWAL

FROST LIKELY TO DAMAGE CROPS

® Farmers said frost was likely to damage vegetable and
mustard crops, but it was not harmful for the wheat crop

® Dr ML Khichar, head, Agriculture Meteorology Depart-___-
ket was spotted in the fields ~==ment, HAU, said: “Farmers should irrigate the fields dur-
ing the day to maintain surface temperature and cover
the nurseries to protect it from frost.”

cauliflower, potato and other
seasonal vegetables will suf-
fer damage due to frost.
Subhash Chander, a
farmer of Shahpur village
near Hisar, said: “Extreme

cold temperature and frost
has started damaging veg-
etables. Even mustard,
which is in the grain-forma-
tion stage in the region, will
be adversely affected.”

Dr ML Khichar, head,

“Agriculture Meteorology
Department in the Chaud-
hary Charan Singh Haryana
Agriculture University
(HAU), said frost was harm-
ful for vegetables and fruit-
laden plants of the rabi
crops and nurseries. i

“Farmers should irrigate
the fields during the day to
maintain surface tempera-
ture and cover the nurseries
with cloth or polythene to
protect it from frost,” he said.

The weather report of the
IMD stated that the maxi-
mum temperate of the day
was recorded at 18 degrees
Celsius yesterday, which is
also three degrees below the
normal temperature.

The IMD predicted that the
minimum temperature was
likely to increase gradually
next week as weather was
likely to be partly cloudy
from tomorrow. It predicted
possibility of rain or thunder-
storm on January 4.
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