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State’s 1st organic certification
agency at Hisar university

Growers relied on expensive third-party certification till now
(%) CH. CHARAN SINGH HARYANA AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

HISAR, MAY 25
The Haryana Govern-
ment has given its
approval to set up the
state’s first organic certi-
fication agency at Chaud-
hary Charan  Singh
Haryana Agricultural
University (CCSHAU).
Haryana Organic Certifi-
cation Agency (HOCA)
will start functioning
within a month.

In the absence of a gov-
ernment organic certifi-
cation agency, growers
had to rely on third-party
certification by private
labs or other state agen-
cies till now. Vice-Chan-
cellor KP Singh said both
the state government and
the university were mak-
ing efforts to promote
organic farming in the
state, but due to absence
of organic certification,
growers were forced
to get certification for
their  produce from
outside agencies.

With the setting up of
HOCA, farmers will not

HOW CERTIFICATION WORKS

Vice-Chancellor KP Singh said there were two systems of
organic certification. The first, self-certification (participato-
ry guarantee scheme), was not effective for export purpos-
es. The second, third-party certification, which was mostly
adopted for export purposes, involved higher cost. The
establishment of HOCA will help organic growers of the
state obtain third-party certification in a cost-effective man-
ner and enable them to sell their certified produce in the
domestic and international markets.

have to go through the
lengthy and costly
process, he said. “There
will now be no hurdle in
marketing and export of
organic produce from
Haryana, as HOCA will

also be equipped with a
sophisticated testing lab-
oratory for pesticide
residue and nutritional
value,” he said.

The university has also
set up an organic farming

With the setting up of
the Haryana Organic
Certification Agency,
farmers will not

have to go through
alengthy and

costly process

centre—Deendayal Upad-
hyay Centre of Excel-
lence for Organic Farm-
ing (DDUCE-OF)
— with the Vice-Chancel-
lor as its ex-officio
chairperson.
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Haryana govt to set up organic certification agency at agri varsity

The V-C said the state government and the university ars making efforts to promota organic farming in Haryana
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The state government will be setting up the Haryana Organic Certification Agency (HOCA) at Chaudhary Charan Singh Haryana
Agricultural University(CCSHAU) in Hisar to help organic farmers get their produce certified in the state, vice-chancellor KP Singh

said on Monday.

While addressing a press conference, the V-C said the state government and the university are making efforts to promote organic
farming in Haryana. “However, due to absence of an organic certification in the state, growers were forced to get their farms and
produce certified from agencies outside,” he said.

“The process is lengthy and costly. It is for the first time that the Haryana government has approved the proposal by CCSHAU to
setup a government-aided organic certification agency. With HOCA, there will be no hurdle in marketing and export of organic
produce from Haryana as the agency will also be equipped with a sophisticated testing laboratory for pesticide residue and

nutritional testing,” Singh said.

The university has got the society registration under the Harvana Registration and Regulation of Societies Act, 2012 and the V-C
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higher cost. “The HOCA will help organic growers of Haryana obtain the third party certification in a cost effective and transparent
manner that will enable them to sell their produce with certification mark in domestic as well as intemnational market,” the V-C

said,
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