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Cosmetic steps,
Jlament farmers

Donennoin Dnswan

~\ crogs-section of farmers in
\\ Haryana has termed the Bud-
A pet proposals as cosmetic steps
Ao 0o that can hardly help to improve
the financial condition of the peasantry.

FFarmers say they want the povern-
ment to deal with their problems to
male farming o sustainable occupn-
tion, “With the younper pgeneration of
farmers losing interest in apgricualtural
activities, the government nceds Lo
ensure profitability in agriculture by
providing rcasonable minimum sup-
porl price (MSI?) throuph innovative
techniques and cquipment, besides
strengthening Lthe apr-proc i
industry on a simall seale,” they say.

The Vice Chancellor of Chaudhary Chin
Singh Taryvana Agricultural  Univer
(HAU), Hisar, Dr KPP Singgh says this
pood Budgel that expects (o falfil Prime
Minister Narcendra Modi's commitiment to
double farme income by 2022 I'he
National Sample Survey Omice (INSSO) data
in 2016 showed the farmers’ income al Rs
6,000, which crossced IRs 10,000 1 2019, With
two years remaining, the target ms
achievable. The apgricullure scctor it icle-
ing to the deadlines,”

Dr Singh s:

v allocations
have becn inc 1ous apEri see-
tors and doable things classilied under
16 points. IMisheries, animal husbandry,
i have

agriculture and horticulture scetor:
been given specilic tarpgets, e siatey
that Rs 40,000 c¢rore in the irrigation cor-
pus and creating a dairying processing
infrastructure fund wilth Ry 2,000 crore
are laudable initintives,

Former secretary of the Haryana Kisan
Aayog, Dr RS Dalal, says the Finance
Minister has allocated Rs 2.83 lalkh crore
for the agriculture and rural development
sectors, of which agriculture has a share
of Rs 1.42 lalkh crore. As tar ag solar ener-
gy is concerned, the numbers are meagire,
says Dalal, “"T'he I'M said they would help
20 lalkh farmers scl up stand-alone gsolar
pumps. Bul more than 20 lalch pump sets
are operational in only two states -
Haryana and  Punjab. The national
requirement is Loo big,"” he says.,

Dalal says the Budgel has ignored agri-
culture education and rescarch, “The
announcemaent of Ra 15 lalkkh crore for
agriculture credit by NABARD for re
nancing ig almost six times the total o
culture budget. This scems of little use an
the farmers are already under huge debt,
leading Lo suicides, The farmr ; are Lale-
ing lonng through Kisan Credit Cards to
meel agriculture requirements. Another
share o Ry 15,0606 crorve was nllocated for
the Pradlian Mantri Fagal Bima Yojana
(PMPRY), which igs acing protest from a

nection of the formers,”

Dalal unyn the government hag corne
with o welcome decition to ix Lhe target
of inerenging mille production to 108 mil-
lion lonnes by 2026, “I'he government
needs Lo set up gmall processing units
for mille proce i clusters of 5.0 vil-
lapzen instead of ropingg in bigs corporates
in this sector,” he says, addar hal dou-
Lling: the Income ¢ distant
drenrm. "T'he fTood proce: clor con-
tinues to be ol the priorvity list of the gov-
crnment, 'hoe farme inpul cost will 1o
up when they malae efforts Lo increase
the per-acre praduction, Thin will again
destabilise therr Dnancial budgpet, The
incomae ol armers can be inere d by
value nddition to the product, Thus, the
food processing industry should be the
priorvity arca ol the povernment i it
wanls to baal oul the farmers,” he adds.

The Farmers’ productivity, be it from
tor, needs to
‘hemes like
Lin povernment schools
should be pro-
A1 their prod-

apriculture or the «
be hnleed 1o soc

PHOTO: MANO) DHAK/

ucts, Itwill also ensure hassle-free imple-
mentation of the schemes, C
wian Kumar, o young farmer from Sur-
pura village in Bhiwani district, says farm-
crs wanl  elficient implementation  of
schemes like the PMIPBY and assured
MSE “The Budpel is mneant for lavgzer pol-
icy formation and funding. The farmers
have dilferentssues on the pround. We are
suffering at the hands of middlemen as a
major chunle of the prolit is being pocket-
cd by those who procure the produce and
the traders nssocinted with the farming
U{:(:lm' who provide scod, fortilisers, poesti-
cides ele,” he nnys, ndding that the policies
and government initinlives are ignoring
the i'.‘lllll(.'ll and interestys of small farmers,
A farmer from Ladwn village, Sube Singh,
sy though they expect reduction in the
|n[;u|.ucun:. like: fertilisers ancd sced, the
reduction in subsidy on these thinges i -
ly to pul more burden on the l.u:::t?l-:q flee
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